SUPPLEMENTARY   CHAPTER.
THE NEW GERMAN EMPIRE.
IN 1806 the Holy Empire died and was buried and toi
all appearance soon forgotten. No outworn shape of the]
past could have seemed less likely to be ever recalled to
life, for the forces which had so long assailed and at last
destroyed it were stronger than ever, and threatened with
extinction even that feeble shadow which, under the name
of the Germanic Confederation, affected in some sort to
represent the unity of the German nation. Fifty years
passed away; new questions arose; Europe ranged itself
into new parties; men's minds began to be swayed by
new feelings; time drove fast onwards, and the Holy
Roman Empire seemed left so far behind among the mists
of the past, that it was hard to believe that living men had
seen it and borne part in its government Then suddenly
I there arises from these cold ashes a new, vigorous, self-
Iconfident German Empire, a State which, although most
fdifferent, as well in its inner character as in its form and
slegal aspect, from its venerable predecessor, is nevertheless
in a very real sense that predecessor's representative. An
account of this new creation of our own days, perhaps the
most striking and fertile epoch in European annals, is
therefore a fitting, if not a necessary, pendant to the
history of the elder Empire; it is, in fact, the latest act of